ELRC Kick-Off Meetings Fall 2020
Please note: There are active hyperlinks included in this document that you may find helpful.


Recent announcements from OCDEL Bureau of Certification:

Updated 9/29/2020 – Interim Guidance for Certified Child Care Facilities Operating During the Novel Coronavirus Pandemic
Provides up to date operational guidance for childcare based on new information and guidelines from the Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
· Chart defines a COVID-like illness.
· Resources for signage for handwashing and face coverings.
· Dealing with confirmed or probable COVID-19 cases and exposure to COVID-19 (all facility persons, household members residing in a GCCH/FCCH and children at a childcare facility.
· Areas used by the person who tested positive for COVID-19 must be closed for a period of 24 hours following the confirmed positive case.
· The operator must inform parents of enrolled children and facility persons when there is an exposure or confirmed case of COVID-19.
· The facility must report exposures and positive COVID cases to Department of Health, certification representative and online COVID Data collection tool.
· Symptom-based strategy for exclusion and return to care. Timeframes have been updated.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Persons must complete quarantine timeframe even if there is a negative test result.

Writable Health and Safety Plan Template

Licensed Facility COVID Data Collection Tool
Please continue to report COVID exposures and positive COVID cases to your certification representative AND submit the same report using the online COVID Data Collection Tool.
· The Licensed Facility COVID Data Collection User Guide and FAQs provides information on how to use the new tool.
· If you have not received an access email, or have received incorrect information to access your account email RA-ocdchildcarecert@pa.gov.
· If you did received an access email, but are having difficulty creating your account email RA-unifiedsecurity@pa.gov.

Revised 8/20/2020 - Suspension of Regulatory Requirements for Certified Child Care Facilities During the COVID-19 Pandemic
If there are specific questions about suspended regulations, we can provide guidance as needed.

Annual Licensing Inspections during COVID-19 Pandemic
Certification representatives may use alternative techniques to complete annual renewal inspection including but not limited to videotelephony and file-sharing. Certification representatives will contact you to provide an overview of plan for annual inspection.

OCDEL COVID-19 FAQS 
This announcement outlines OCDEL guidance as it relates to COVID-19.

National Sex Offender Registry (NSOR) FAQs
As of July 1, 2020, all current employees are required to have a complete NSOR background clearance on file. If there is not a complete NSOR on file and the staff person does not fall under a provisional hire waiver, they will not be permitted to work in a childcare position until the complete clearance is obtained.

Upcoming:
New Regulations – Estimated date of release October/November 2020. OCDEL will be hosting provider training. Please watch for the announcement and attend the trainings to get the most up-to-date information about new regulations.
